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Introduction Results

* Long-term land use legacies shape current
land cover

o Major land cover changes in the Caucasus 1965-2015: * Change map accuracy: 74+2.8%

9% cropland abandonment and 6% forest loss * In the Caucasus:

* Habitat loss threatens wildlife populations o grassland expansion 11%

o forest loss 6%

e Lack of baselines for historical habitat o cropland abandonment 9%

* 1960s Corona spy satellite images allow to
extend the Earth observations timeline

* |n Azerbaijan:

o Lowland species habitats are
stable within protected areas
but shifted outside

o In mountains, grassland gains

* Longer timeline can provide better
baselines for conservation planning
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